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?.  T.<  A L D'-I  e T C T COUNCIL 


ISICAI  OPPICiilv  or  AlAIIIi  for  t.,Q 
1 <}  2 0. 


Ladies  Olid  Guntlemen, 

I have  a:, din  the  pleaaure  of  wr^eonting  my  Annual  Report 


The  Report  ‘.e  compiled  Ui)on  tne  lines  inaicat  ed  in  the  hew  or  ^tn  quid 
and  circular  l68i  issued  bj'  tne  I-iinist  ry  ol  Health* 
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lopulation  according  to  Census  1911»  18,244,  estimated  nov''  to  oe 

18,000. 

The  rdstrict  is  coreposed  to  t',/o  small  towns  surrounded  by  24 
Vi  11  awe  8.* 

The  soil  is  corn  br  -'.an  or  rock  with  some  good  -.rraas  Imd,  here  theio 
are  rieh  pasture  lands  and  dairy  farms  rnere  a large  amount  of  Milk  is 
produced.  The  District  is  quite  prosperous,  each  village  or  group  of 
villfiges  have  their  football  aiid  cricket  fields.  Agriculture  is  the  most 
important  occusiation  but  there  is  a 3oap  factory,  Glove  factory,  Paper 
hills  and  important  Sto/!(e  ’forks. 

IJone  of  tnese  tt^^rks  effect  tne  nealtn  of  tne  district. 

VITAL  CTATISTtCS. 

The  number  of  deatiis  v.aa  177 > the  causes  being  as  f.jilov/s:- 


Cauee  of  Deatn 


Enteric  fever 
Measles . 

"Whooping  cough. 

Liphtneria  and  croup. 
Influenza 

Pulrronary  tuberculosis. 
Tuberculosis  meningitis. 
Other  tuberculous  disease. 
Cancer,  malignant  disease. 
Kheuiratic  fever. 
Meningitis . 

Organic  neart  disease. 
■Bronchitis . 

Pneumonia  (ell  fo*ms) 
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Other  BS^piratory  diaeases. 

DlerrhSea,  &c . (under  2 yeai-s) 
Appendicitis  & typhlitis. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver* 

Kephritis  and  Bright ‘S  disease* 

Puerperal  fever . 

Parturition;  apart  fron  puerperal  fever. 
Congenital  debility,  & c« 

Violence,  apart  from  suicide. 

Suidide . 

Other  defined  diseases. 


90 

Death  rate  per  lOOOof  the  population  , 12.50 
Number  of  births  362,  birth  rate  25 »5^ 

Deaths  of  infants  uiider  1 year  old  23,  Death  rate  1.34. 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  5,  death  rate  O.35. 

Average  death  rate  England  and  Wales  12j^  « r // 

Average  birth  rate  England  and  W xles 'SiNW*.  / 5*/^ 
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Poor  La^  Relief.  Estimated  f:j2,200. 

tick  or  accident  cases  are  adrai:ted  into  the  Cottage  Hospital  at 
Chjppenham  or  the  Bath  Hospital.  The  Isolation  Hospital  Is  also 
"‘xtensively  used,  during  the  year  28  cases  of  Scarlatina  and  38  cases 
of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  35  were  admitted  into  the  Isolation 
Hospital  (22  DJ)|)htheria  and  13  Scarlet  fever). 

There  is  little  or  no  poverty  in  the  district  roost  of  tne  cottigers 
have  good  gardens  wi-t  which  are  a great  nelp.  There  are  also 
allotments  in  most  of  the  Villages. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTHI C T . 

WATER  SU-PPLY. 

Taking  it  as  a whole  the  natural  water  supply  is  poor,  of  later  years 
the  mains  of  the  Urban  Distriict  have  been  extended  and  parts  of  Langley 
Burrell,  Ch%penham  Without  Kington  Langley  and  Hardenhuish  receive  tneir 
supply  from  this  course.  Corshfi^^  and  ?>;Lacock  ane  supplied  from  Loxwell 
spriags . 

These  suppliej.  are  as  a rule  coiattant  and  excellent  in  quality* 

The  water  supply  at  Biddestone  has  failed  at  times  owin©  to  the 
breakdown  of  the  water  wheel. 

^2^— Wat_er.  Supply . The  sup.ply  at  Rudloe  nas  railed  at  times  owing 
to  lack  of  regular  ptimping  and  leaks  on  mains. 

. & STRl'AMS^  The  l iver  Avon  passes  through  a portion  of  the 
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District  It  r«c#lr««  the  effluent  from  the  Chippemam  Sewerage  Wor>s 
after  filtration. 

BR>LiMACrl  & ssygRAflE.  The  Box  brook  is  polluted  to  a aerlous  extent  by 
the  eewerage  fro®  the  town  and  needs  attention  ite  distance  from  t.ie 
tewn  er  eay  hsuse  has  hitherto  prerented  a nuisdnee  Injurious  to  health 
four  catch  pits  haws  been  dug  to  arrest  as  much  solid  matter  as  poaelbift. 

At  Coreham  the  drainage  system  ia  old  lasiiioned  and  defective  and  needs 
-remodAlling  and  a storm  tank  should  be  provided. 

inspection.  In  company  with  i»lr . F^odea  I have  inspected  all  of  the  worst 
Cottages  and  their  surroundings,  also  all  the  localities  wnere  infectious  ^ 
disease  was  or /tad  been  present. 

SCKOQLS . The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is  fairly  good,  the 
supply  of  good  drinking  water  might  be  better  to  some  oi  them.  I hive 
visited  schools  when  necessary  and  taken  swabs  for  bacterialogical 
examinetion  from  the  children  who  sat  at  school  near  those  who  are 
suffering  from  diphtheria. 

FOOD « The  supply  of  milk  is  abundant  and  good  and  it  nas  been  given  at 
reduced  prices  to  uothers  axid  Children. 

The  dories  are  visited  and  reported  uoon  by  kr.  Rhodes  who  is  the  Ins^^ector 

/»' 

of  Bairies.  The  nu’-  ber  inspected  oy  him  during  the  year  was  305 . 

I was  ^called  in  by  one  of  tne  butchers  to  examine  5 carcasses  of  bsef 
which  he  did  not  think  was  fit  to  be  sold  for  the  food  ofl  man.  I 
condemred  all  the  carcasses  which  v/ere  destroyed  by  Fnodes. 

There  arc  five  Glaugnter  houses  in  the  district  2 of  which  are  registered. 
SCAVU'TOI^'G  a scheme  is  in  force  for  scavenging  parts  of  the  populous  parts 
of  Corsnam  and  Box,  a-  d a xefuse  tip  is  provided  for  the  villages  of 
Lacock  and  Sutton  .Bender  and  the  outskirts  of  Corsharo,  question  of 
providing  a refuse  tip  for  the  parish  of  Biddesto^ie  is  under  consideration. 
ISOLAyiOK  HQ8PI~TAL.  During  the  xiast  year  55  ca^es  have  been  admitted  into 
the  Isolation  Hospital-  including  10  from.  Jialmes bury . Owing  to  the  var , 
some  1 ecesaary  repairs  and  additions  had  to  stand  ober : The  Committee  are 
now  fortunate  in  having  been  able  to  get  tradesmen  to  carry  out  part  of 
the  work.  The  advance  of  i'l?edlical  Knowledge  and  sciefee  demand  a more 
detailed  treatment  of  xatiente  if  we  are  to  get  tne  full  advantage  of 
hospital  treatment  hence  to  prev  mt  v-nat  are  called  "RetBrn"  and  "Carrier" 
Cases  observation  and  convalescent  wards  are  needed.  The  Hospital  is  in 
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than  wi  latidip^t^d  wh«n  th*  Hof^ital  wa$  built  luore 
nurst0  are  required  than  sleeping  ac c conn odat ion  was  provided  for.  Kerce 
the  need  fo  r wore  bedroows.  Sow  a bathroon3  for  Officers  use  id  required.  i 
The  telephone  has  been  installed.  i 

me  whole  building  requires  painting-  and  disteaii/ering 
During  the  year  70  cases  of  Zymotic  disease  were  notified  (Diphtheria 
Scarlet  fevc-^r  , Enteric  fever)  f i <jb  tne  Urban  and  Rural  Districts, 

^5  of  them  ‘ ere  admitted  to  the  hospital. 

Mild  cases  if  they  remain  at  hibine  spread  the  disease. 

T he  Fospitr..!  is  manaired  by  a j+joint  Committee  of  the  CuuntyCouncil 

9 

and  tie  Urban  and  Rural  Sanitary  Districts.  Miss  B.  Matthews  <5  Matron, 

she  is  a qualified  nurse,  and  has  had  extezisive  experie,  ce  in  fever  wards. 

PR^VALEIVCF  OF  AND  COMROI  OVER.  IRBECTIOU.l  DISEASE. 

Infectious  dise...8e  was  present  every  month  of  the  year- 

1- 

Thera  was  one  case  of  Typhoid  fever,  the  origine  of  the  infection  could 
not  be  discovered,  the  patient  an  ex  soldier  was  a Commercial  travellex* 

He  died.  Thirty  eight  cases  of  di.,  htneria  ‘.'ere  notified  with  two  ieaths, 
twenty  two  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  K — capital  . The  majjprity  of  tho  ! 

I 

cases  occured  in  Kington  Langley  parish  in  the  montus  of  and  3une,  10 
cases  bein.!:  notified.  The  probable  cause  was  an  infected  child  attending 
school.  I visited  t he  scnool  and  took  a large  number  of  swabs  before  it 
was  clo-sed  Anti  toxin  was  entensively  used. 

Twenty  eight  cases  of  Scarlatina  were  nbbifdied.  Tney  occured  in  tne 

w 

months  of  February,  March,  May,  Auguist , September,  October,  November  ahd  i 
December.  Thirteen  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Thei e 
was  Vo  "return"  case  discovered.  There  were  105  cases  of  notifiable 
disease  recorded  including,  38  cases  of  Diphtheria,  there  were  two  deaths 
from  Diphtheria  and  1 from  Enteric  fever.  2 cases  of  Erysipelas,  28  cases 
of  r-carl^tina,  1 case  of  Enteric  fever,  2 cases  of  Puerperal  fever,  24  cases 
of  Ihthisis,  4 cases  of  Malaria,  1 case  of  Cerebro  -^inal  fever,  2 cases 
of  Pneumonia,  and  2 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

llphtheria  Anti-Toxin.  A supply  of  Diphtheria  Ante  toxin  is  kept  at  1';, 

Marfiiet  Place,  Chippenham  and  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  distribution 
to  -Medical  men  requiring  it  amongst  their  patients.. 
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Otb«r.JBai;-t®riological  aids  are  in  general  use  , All  cases  of. 
tuberculosis  are  I belieT*  notified,  action  to  enforce  the  regulations 


arB  not  required* 
■Ay 


SarLitar3'’  Inopector  i:^  Mr.  R.  T.  Rhodes, 


'A'ho  Tsasides  at  60,  Marshfield  Roa'j.^  ChipperixiaLi;  «■ 

Thesd  ladies  and  Gentl-feen  are  sotiw  of  the  Sanitary  events  of  I920. 


I have  the  hon-our  to  reme.in, 

Your  r’-e-dient  Servant, 

Willin.  Thos.  Briscoe,  B.  A.,M.  D. 

Medical  Officer  of  IleaHth. 


APPEITBICES. 


HQUSIJTQ.  CONBITIOMG . 
STATISTICS . 

Year  ending  31st-  December  I920. 
1 • GJiiiiSi'^AL  • 


(1)  Kstli-iated  i)opulatiGri 

(2)  General  death  ra.te. 

(3)  Death  rsite  from  tubercu"' osl . 

( l)  Infantile  mortality. 

(3)  ITumber  of  dwelliiig-house.j  of  aj.1  classes. 
^'6)  Humber  of  working-^ lass  dwelling-geuses . 

'7)  Number  of  new  tSorking-c lass  houses  erected. 


18,000  . _ 


0*3b 

1.34 

4,000 

3>200 

10 


2.  UNPIT  D¥SLLING-I-I  OUSES , 

1 .Inspect  ion. 

ri ) Total  number  of  dwel'' ing-nouses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts).  213 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  whicn  rere  inspected  and 
recorded  under  tne  Housing  ( Inspection  of  District  ) 

Regulations,  IVIO.  213 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  132 

to  be  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  nabitation.- 


( ^' ) Number  of  dwelling-houses'  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  ne-alth  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 


A.1 . REMTDY  of  DEi^ECTS  WITHOUT  3ERY ICE  0?  F0Rl;i-AL  NOTICE. 
Number  of  defective  dwelling -nouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  icnformal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers.  '• 
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Ao  Proceedings  aeetion  2b  oi  tne  - 

tlVFnfflfcei'  of  dwellix_i6-d^^^ses  in  respaef  of  idiicn  netioes  were 
perve^  repairi^ig  rex^airs-. 

(2)  mCTber  of  dwelling  houses  which  uere  reriderod.  f it  •> 

(af  by  Owners  5^ 

fh  ) by  Local  niixic-i  i y n.  L-fault  of  o'tniera . 

(3)  ITiiinber  of  dwellingi- ous?  s in  :.’espect  of  which  ai'a-slhg  Ordews 
became  operpxh-we  in  puisuance  of  declai'ations  by  ■o''y:!aars 

0 f int  snt  i on  c o c 1 o s e — 

B.  Proceedings  un.der  Public  Health  ActS-c 

( 1 ) Fumber  of  dweli.inghouses  in  respect  of  which-n.o’tPlce-s  were 
served  repuir'ing  dei e-ct^i-^ete  be  xS’iSedi o d » 

(2)  Humber  of  dwell  remedied 

(a)  bp  Owners 

(b)  by  Loi'jaA  Author jty  in  default  of  owners 
Gc  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  l3  of  the  E<rusi4igr.  Towm 

Planning  8c c Act,  1909- 

(1)  ITumber  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  mating 
of  Closing  Orders o 

(2)  Hum-bur  of  dwcllinghouses  in  re-spevCt  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  merle. 

( 3 ) Humber  of  dwellin^ousas  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined ? the  dwe]_llngh-o‘'is-es  having  been 
rendered  fit . 

(4)  Himnber  of  dwellinglioussa . in  respect  of  which  Bem-olition 
Orders  were  marie. 

(3)  Humber  cf  Iw.'l'LinghO'uaes  demon iBhe-d  in  pP-rsuance  of 
Boriolition  Orders. 
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